252                        GUJARATA AND ITS LITERATURE

Bengal fired Indian youth with the prospects of a struggle
for freedom; and in the year 1906 Dadabhai Naoroji first
placed the objective of Swaraj before the country.

A new force of tremendous potency had entered life,
Swanii Dayanand Sarasvati, a GujaratI by birth, preached -
protestant Hinduism with a nationalistic bias under the
name of Arya Samaja.   In Bengal, under Ramkrishna
Paramhansa's influence, Swami Vivekanand expounded a
Neo-Hinduism which laid emphasis on Karma Yoga as the
only means of saving India.   In Maharashtra, Lokmanya
Tilak leavened   Hindu   orthodoxy  with  an   aggressive
national programme.   Thus, Hinduism began progressively
to shed its religiosity to become Indian Nationalism.   And
Aravinda Ghose, who carried forward Vivekanand's tradi-
tions, preached to young India the fiery gospel of a militant
nationalism with its political karma yoga, its cult of the
Bhagavadgifd, and  its  programme of Swadeshism and
the boycott of British goods.    In 1907 the older politicians
under Pherozshaw Mehta   and Surendranath Bannerjee,
and the younger under Tilak, Lajpatrai, the leader of the
AryaSamaj, and Aravinda Ghose, came into conflict at Surat
The  Congress was broken up.    A wave of nationalism
accompanied by an urge for political action, swept over
Gujarata as over other provinces of India, bringing into
prominence the cult of Swadeshism (to use a popular
catchword of the day) c in words and deeds, thoughts and
aspirations/

II

The most effective agency of intellectual and cultural
progress was the University of Bombay. Colleges sprang
up at Bombay, Baroda, Ahmedabad, Bhavnagar and
Junagadh. The Arts course was the most attractive in
the curriculum of studies, and the English language com-
bined with Samskrta to exert a joint influence on the
graduate. Samskrta, the very embodiment of Aryan cul-
ture and tradition became a modern force of renewed
vigour, at once a corrective of the old order and an inspira-
tion for the new. It tempered Western influence and led
educated to a balanced attitude of mind*